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Black Sea. The Himalayas have forty peaks which are higher than
the highest mountain of Europe. Their glaciers arc on the average
four times as long as the glaciers of the Alps.
India is one of the hottest countries on earth, and at the same
time in several parts it has the records for the world's annual
rainfall (nearly 500 inches per annum). It has a population of
350,000,000 people who speak 150 different languages and
dialects. Nine-tenths of them still depend for their livelihood upon
their own crops, and when the annual rainfall is insufficient ticy
*.,/die of starvation at a rate of 2,000,000 per year. (I am giving you
the figures for the decade between 1890 and 1900.) But now that
the English have stamped out the plague, have made an end to
inter-racial warfare, have built vast irrigation works and have intro-
duced the first rudiments of hygiene (paid for of course by the
Indians themselves) they are increasing at such a rate that soon
they will be just as badly off as they were in the days when pesti-
v lence and hunger and the death-rate of their babes kept the ghats
of Benares working twenty-four hours each day.
The big rivers of India run parallel with the mountain-ranges.
In the west the Indus first runs through the Punjab and then
breaks through the mountains of the north, where it provided the
prospective conquerors from northern Asia with a convenient
passage-way to tie heart of Hindustan. As for the Ganges, the
holy river of the Hindus, it follows a course which runs almost
due east Before it reaches the Gulf of Bengal, the Ganges is
joined by the Brahmaputra, which also takes its origin among the
peaks of the Himalayas and which runs due east until it is forced
to make a detour by the Khasi Hills, changes its course from cast
to west and shortly afterwards joins the Ganges.
The valleys of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra arc the most
densely populated part of all India* Only in China are there a few
spots where quite so many millions of people must fight each
-/other for the barest necessities of life. On the western banks of the
moist and marshy delta of these two enormous rivers lies the city
of Calcutta, the chief manufacturing centre of India.
As for the products of the Ganges valley, more commonly
known as Hindustan, or the land of the true Hindus, they are